4                                   SIMON

Bspada published a very severe criticism on his
work in 1889. But the rhyming chronicler, from
his position and diligence in collecting materials,
is quite indispensable, and was much used by
subsequent writers. The first part appeared in
1588.1

Friar Pedro Simon is a more important authority.
He was born near Cuenca, in Spain, came out to
Bogota at the age of thirty, and joined the Order
of Franciscans. He arrived in 1604, became
Provincial in 1623, and began to write his c Noticias
Historiales/ He had travelled a good deal in
New Granada, and in 1607 had accompanied Juan
de Borgia, President of the Audiencia, in his
campaign against the Pijaos Indians. He had
the advantage of being able to use the manuscript
history of the conquest, by Friar Pedro Medrano,
who perished during Quesada's expedition into the
eastern forests, leaving his work to be used by
others, and then to be lost. Simon's first volume
is on the discovery of Venezuela, and the expedition
of the pirate Aguirre down the Amazons, which
is told in great detail.2 The two other parts

1  The fourth part is lost, but the MS. was seen and used by Simon
and others.   The three parts were published in one volume at
Madrid, in 1847.

2  Translated and edited for the Hakluyt Society.